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22.   In order to reduce the price of copper and put an end to the too good
understanding we suspected among the dealers therein, and having also a
large quantity of that article laying at Fort St. George when our last letters
from them were dispatched, we have greatly decreased our investment thereof
by this year's shipping.
23.   We have met with some insinuations (which, had they amounted to
something more like proofs, we should have made a further enquiry into) that
it hath encouraged the officers of some of our ships to take on board that com-
modity unlicensed and for their own account; being determined to prevent such
daring breaches of their oath and obligation, and to show our highest resent-
ment to those guilty of them, if you have any regard to our future favour, you
are on the arrival of the several ships to cause the strictest search and enquiry
to be made for that commodity by every possible method and, in case of a
discovery, not only to seize the, same, but even grant rewards to discover the
proprietor, and report impartially the result of such enquiry to us by the first
ships, and you are hereby strictly enjoined to attend to and carry into
execution our former orders for the discovery of and seizure of all unlicensed
goods in general.
Thirdly, of investments
24.    We now send you in a seperate article as usual a list of the investment
to be made at our settlements in Bengal, the necessary directions, observations
and informations being therein sufficiently expressed; you are as strictly to
attend to, and comply with them, as if they were here inserted.
25.    The provision of the investment in and about Calcutta by gomastahs
on the plan which subsisted before the troubles was so beneficial to the Company
that we cannot think of a better. You are therefore to pursue that method with
every addition that can be suggested and shall be found reasonable for its
improvement;  in particular  we  earnestly recommend  your  giving  every
possible encouragement to bring the weavers to settle in and about the
neighbourhood of Fort William on both sides the river, particularly into the
thirty eight villages lately acceded to us by the treaty with the Nabob, that
as many articles as possible of your investment may be provided in and near
the principal settlement particularly with respect to some of the Dacca,
Cossajura and Santipore sortments, which we are satisfied may be attempted
with  good  success  as  well  as  the   coloured  sortments  of  the  Calcutta
investments.
26.   The providing the investment as before directed at the aurungs must
not however in the least abate your endeavours to procure as large a propor-
tion of every sortment of cloth you possibly can by ready money contracts.
We have this method likewise much at heart, and we expect you will pursue
it with zeal and attention, and give every possible encouragement to make it
answer our well founded expectations of success,
27.   Though the method you have adopted and have hitherto for some
time past successfully carried on for purchasing goods at the several aurungs
hath reduced that part of the business of the cottah which relates to the prizing
of goods there (since the dadney merchants have been laid aside) to that of
ready money goods only, that still becomes a material object of your attention,